


























Eligibility: Unevaluated __ Not eligible x __ Eligible __ Criteria: A_B_C_D_ by: Ed Stoner concur:
NEVADA IMACS SITE FORM

Administrative and Environmental Data

1. State Site No: (SHPO Resource No. D-191) 2. County: Washoe

3. BLM Site No: N/A

4. Project Name: Phase One Survey on the Veterans Administration Sierra Nevada Health Care System (VASNHCS) Campus
5. Temporary/Field Site No: VASNHCS Building 1, Feature 1

6. BLM Report No: N/A

7. Site/Property Name: Brine tank inside basement of Reno VASNHCS Campus Building 1

8. Site Class: Prehistoric Historic Ethnohistoric Historic Theme/Affiliation: Architecture, Health
Site area: 1 m x 0.87 m (exposed portion) Age: 1949

Dating Method: Historical record

Depth of Cultural Fill: Unknown, but present. Tank was discovered subsurface in the building’s basement.

9. Site description: The site is made up of a 1.0 m x 0.87 m portion of a concrete brine tank (recorded as Feature 1), exposedina 1l m
x 1 m test unit that was excavated in the basement of the Reno VASNHCS Campus Building 1. Since the site is within the basement
of an in-use structure, much of the original environmental data such as slope, aspect, sediments and vegetation is unknown, The
feature appears to be in good condition, with no known impacts since its construction.

Building 1 was originally documented as part of an architectural report for the proposed clinical expansion of the VASNHCS, Reno
Campus. Building 1 was described as “This symmetrical building was designed to compliment Building 1A in PWA Moderne style,

and was constructed of the same materials ~ reinforced cast-in-place concrete exterior walls and structure, limited integral decoration
at the exterior walls, horizontal string courses above the windows at the first and sixth floors* (Quimby 2015).

Construction on Building 1 began in December of 1937, ending in May of 1939 (Lougaris 1996, NSJ 21 May 1939). It included a
dramatic expansion of facilities and services with the addition of “a basement, kitchen, dining rooms for both staff and patients, an
auditorium, chapel, reading and medical library, canteen, recreational hall, physiotherapy and clinical laboratory, X-ray room, ice
plant, refrigerated meat locker, engineering shops and of course one, two, and four-bedroom wards” (REG 9 April 1954). The concrete
brine tank (Feature 1) is likely related to the ice plant and/or the refrigerated meat locker.

National Register Justification: In the Quimby 2015 architectural report it was written “Building 1 is significant at the state and local
level as a Second Generation Veterans Hospital, the ‘physical manifestation of the federal government’s commitment to providing
medical care to veterans’ and as a building forming a complex that resulted in the first Veteran’s Hospital in Nevada. Under NRHP
Criterion A for Health/Medicine, it provided ‘critical health care for thousands of disabled veterans throughout a large geographic
area’ and for Politics and Government it is a physical reminder of the lobbying efforts of Toannis Lougaris to garner Congressional
support for improvement of the VA hospital in Reno for the veterans that would return from World War II. It was constructed soon
after the war during construction shortages, and was a significant employer throughout the period of significance. Under Criterion B, it
is significant for its association with Ioannis Lougaris, whose efforts resulted in the construction of Building 1 to expand its services to
more veterans anticipated to come to the region. Under Criterion C it is significant as the continuation of the design of Building 1A, in
accordance with the Second Generation hospitals MPDF as an evolution of the original design ‘during the period of significance...
[with the] same architectural style utilized throughout the campus... creating a cohesive decorative style within an institutional
building.’ Like Building 1A it was built in the uncommon PWA Moderne style. The building was constructed in 1947, within the
period of significance for Second Generation Hospitals. Along with the other resources built during the period of significance (the
entry drive, flagpole and base, and Building 1A) it meets the MPDF requirements of consisting of resources related to one another
through common purpose, design, materials, function, development, and campus setting; representing the distinctive characteristics of
a type, period, or method of construction, and association with individuals significant in state or local history. However, due to the
significant losses of integrity, the building does not meet the criteria for individual listing in the NRHP.” Feature 1 of the Building 1
is recommended as a non-contributing element and also does not meet the criteria for individual listing in the NRHP.

10. Elevation: 4460 ft

11. UTM Grid: NAD 83, Zone 11,259389 mE, 4377815 mN (no physical datum placed)

12. Township/Range (to quarter section only): NW % section 13, TI9N R19E

13. Meridian: Mt. Diablo (7) 14. Map Reference: Reno, NV 7.5” USGS quadrangle (1967)
15. Land Owner: United States Department of Veteran Affairs

16. BLM District and Field Office: N/A

17. Photographs (attach photo log): Photo numbers 1-4

18. Recorded by: P. Lown Date: 6/25/2015

19. Survey Organization: Western Cultural Resource Management, Inc, (WE)

1




Site No.: (SHPO Resource No. D-191)
BLM Report No.: NA

20. Distance to Permanent Water: 700 m (Truckee River) Type: (A) spring (B) stream/river (C) lake (D) other
21. Geographic Unit: Truckee Meadows (BLLH) 22, Topographic Location/Primary Landform: Valley (E)
23. Depositional Context: Alluvial Plain (H) 24. Vegetation Community (primary only): Unknown (Z); urban

Artifact Summary: Record all culturally modified materials and artifacts (including but not limited to: projectile points, bifaces,
debitage, groundstone, beads, FCR, textiles, glass, cans, ceramics, etc.) using IMACS USER’S GUIDE categories.

Feature 1

Feature Description

Feature Dimensions: 1.0 m x 0.87 mx 0.26 m deep Area:  0.87m’

Feature Type: Concrete brine tank

Feature Description (dimensions, materials, physical attributes, etc.): Feature 1 is composed of a 1.0 m (east to west) x 0.87 m (north to
south) x 0.26 m deep portion of a concrete tank. A small portion of the tank’s south wall was exposed in a 1 m x 1 m test unit, so the
actual dimensions are likely much larger. This includes the depth, as the test unit was excavated only until it filled in with water and
excavation was no longer possible. The test unit was placed in the basement of the Reno VASNHCS Campus Building 1, aftera5 ftx 5
ft piece of concrete was cut out of the floor slab. The tank was filled with a course-grained sand (the same kind present beneath the floor
slab of the basement). There were a few small pieces of gravel and concrete fragments in the sand, thought the fill was generally quite
homogenous. The interior of the tank appears to be lined with steel. The concrete walls of the tank ranged from 5-12 c¢m in thickness. A 1
inch diameter copper pipe was extending from the tank bottom, just above the level at which the tank was holding water. There is a
roughly 10 — 17 cm gap between the exposed wall of the tank and a concrete grade beam to the south.

Artifacts Directly Associated with Feature: A few small concrete fragments were noted in the sand filling the tank.
Attachments: 7.5 minute USGS Location Map; Site Sketch Map; photographs
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BACKHOE TRENCH 1
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Stratum 1. Modern road base consisting of angular to subangular large gravels to small pebbles. K ] ASPHALT
Stratum Il.  Modern/Historic? construction fill. This is a moderately compact brown (10 YR 3/4) sandy loam containing approximately 20 % total . &SSE,AF%TRTE?E[AENT
volume content of rounded pebbles and cobbles along with chunks of asphalt and brick fragments.
@ ROCK
Stratum Ill.  Very compact dark yellowish brown (10 YR 4/6) sand containing approximately 80 % total volume content of well-rounded alluvial
particles ranging in size from pebble to small boulders. The alluvium is well coated with calcium carbonate indicating that it old; V.ZZ] UNEXCAVATED
possibly Tahoe age outwash gravels.
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WCRM Photo Log

Project: QUIM-VAL1 _ Site No.: SHPO Resource No. D-191
Date Shot Description Facing | Easting Northing Initials
6.8.15 |1 Surface below the basement floor, after w Inside Inside PL
concrete removal. All the sediment exposed is Building 1 Building 1
sand construction fill. basement basement
6.8.15 |2 Test Unit 1 in progress. South wall of Feature 1 | S Inside Inside PL
(brine tank) exposed. Building 1 Building 1
basement basement
6.8.15 |3 Test Unit 1 in progress. Color change in S Inside Inside PL
Feature 1 (brine tank) fill at water line visible in Building 1 Building 1
unit bottom. basement basement
6.8.15 (4 Test Unit 1 closing photo, standing water in W Inside Inside PL
bottom of unit. Building 1 Building 1
basement basement
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