
Andrew K. Clinger
City Manager

October 19,2015

Paul J. Jackson, Environmental Scientist
TTL Associates, Inc.
44265 Plymouth Oaks Boulevard
Plymouth, Michigan 4817 0

RE NEPA Scoping Letter
Department of Veterans Affairs
Campus Renovation and Modernization
VA Siena Nevada Healthcare System
975 Kirman Avenue
Reno, Nevada

Dear Mr. Jackson:

The City of Reno has reviewed the NEPA Scoping Letter dated September 24,2015. Your letter
indicates that the construction of a new parking structure east of the boiler plant is included in this
NEPA effort but the potential reduction of travel lanes in Kirman Avenue and improvements to
pedestrian safety is not. City of Reno staff concurs that the cumulative effects of all the planned campus

projecls must be assessed in this EA and will therefore cornrnent on those aspects.

The City of Reno has the following comments:

1. The VA Sierra Nevada Healthcare facility is currently reporting that there are issues with the peclestrian

crossing at Kirman Avenue between the west and east portions of the campus. Any additions to the east

side of the campus should address the current situation.

2. The City requests that a pedestrian walkway ovcr the street be considered as an alternative to at-grade

pedestrian crossing at Kirman Avenue.

3. City staffis not opposed to the reduction of Kirman Avenue from two lanes to one lane, however, Reno

City Council approval will be required.

4. Reno will review all plans for modifications to Kirman Avenue atthe 30Yo, 60yo,90yo and 100%o design

levels. Plans should include striping and signage, including modifications to surrounding street sections,

civil plans for all improvements, bicycle and pedestrian plans, lighting, bus stops, existing and planned

utilities.
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5. Presentations to the Ward 3 Neighborhood Advisory Board (NAB) and Reno City Council will be

required in the preliminary and final stages of plan development.

6. The VA must assume maintenance responsibility for any non-standard treatments, pavements, sidewalks,

fencing, pedestrian signals, or other appurtenances required for this project that will be located in the City

of Reno right-of-way. If necessary, an agreement would be brought for City Council approval at such

time that the improvements are ftnalized and approved.

The City of Reno appreciates the opportunity to participate in this environmental assessment and will
continue to work with the VA Siena Nevada to develop the best solution for the veterans served by the

facility and the adjacent neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Andrew Clinger
Cþ Manager

Attachments: NEPA Scoping Letter dated September 24,2015

Bill Thomas, Assistant City Manager
John Flansberg, Director, Public W'orks

Charla Honey, Engineering Manager
Steve Bunnell, Traffic Engineer
Claudia Hanson, Planning Manager
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Reno Department of Public V/orks
Ms. Charla Honey
1 East First Street
P,O. Box 1900
Reno, Nevada 89505

September 24,2015

ST]BJECT: Intergovernmental and Interagency coordination of Environmental
Planning (NEPA Scoping Letter) for the:
Department of Veterans Affairs
Campus Renovation and Modernization
VA Sierra Nevada Healthcare System
975 Kirman Avenue
Reno, Nevada

Dear Ms. Honey:

The US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), in order to meet the current and growing needs of area

Veterans, is preparing environmental documentation to assist in the Federal decision'making process

concerning sêveial reáovation and modernization projects at the VA Sierra Nevada Healthcare System

ryASNHðS) campus in Reno. Existing VASNHCS campus facilities, mostly constructed between the

iate 1930s and early 1980s, are antiquated and inadequately sized to provide the modern delivery of

healthcare services needed by current Reno area Vetcrans. These deficiencies a¡e projected to grow in the

future as the patient workload for the VASNHCS continues to increase. Le addition, the VASNHCS

campus does not meet all modern Federal setback and security requirements; the proposed projects will
renovate and modemize VASNHCS facilities to meet these requirements. The location of the VASNHCS

campus inReno is shownonAltls@!g[g[¡!

VASNHCS is conducting an Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate the environmental, cultural, and

socioeconomic issues associated with the Proposed Action pursuant to the National Environmental Policy

Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended (42 U.S. Code (USC) $4321 et seq.); the Council on Environmental

Qualìty (CEQ) Regulations Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 Code of Federal

ttegutåtions iCpnj puttr 1500-1508); and VA's Implementing Regulations (38 CFR Part 26

(Elvironmental Anàlysß of YA Actions). TTL Associates, lnc. is assisting VASNHCS in conducting this

NEPA process.

VASNHCS is planning the following projects (Proposed Action) as part of the renovation and

modernization of the VASNHCS campus in Reno:

Construction Projects:
r Provide 24 Single Patient Rooms for New Community Living Center (CLC) Pod 1

- Construction of a new 2-story structure (approximately 20,000 SF) at the southeast corner of

Locust Street and Taylor Street (24 private patienVresident rooms for long term care)

o Demolish Existing East Campus Buildings Minus Boiler Plant

- Demolition of small underutilized support buildings east of Kirman Avenue (excludes the

boiler plant)
- Provides space for master planned expansions

r Relocate Modular Buildings 138 and F
- Rclocation of Buildings 138 (3,600 SF) and F (2,800 SF) 1'or improved adjacencies

Teamwork - Trust - Leadorship Since 1927
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Construct New Parking Structrue

- New 3Jevel parking garage located east of boiler plant

- Needed to help addieis cunent and projected Reno VASNHCS parking deflrciency (580

parkng spaces)

- Approximately 320 new parking spaces provided

Provide Required Redundant Electrical Power, North Campus

- Backup generator to support the CLC and Specialty Clinic

- Located adjacent to Blockfiouse 10

Renovation Projects:
¡ Renovate Building 83 space adjacent to new Intensive Care Unit (all interior)

o Renovate and Right-Size Operating Rooms
- Renovate existing space to construct Operating Rooms that meet current VA criteria (all

interior)
r Renovate and Expand Operating Rooms

- Renovate existing space to construct operating Room support spaces

- Small building addition into courtyard area (north) of current Operating Rooms

r Expand/Renovate Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)

- Renovation of existing MRI Wing area

- Small building addition for second MRI area

r Renovate Sterile Processing Service area (all interior)

r Renovate Current Primary Care Space

Inf.ofm¡tion Req$est z Inþrmation yolr agency can provide on aty rtf the þllowing environmental issue

,r*" (tt ", l" th" 
"l"iniþ 

of the pioject) louia be àppreciated. Examples of such information include'

but are not limited to:

. Potential environmental concerns or issues;

. Surface and groundwater resourços, including streams, wetiands, floodplains, open water features,

wells, and local aquifers;
. Federally or stateiisted threatened or endangered species, or any species proposed for such listing, or

critical habitat for such species that may occur within a one-mile radius around the proposed Site;

. parks, nature preserves, conservation ãreas, designated wild or scenic rivers, migratory bird habitats,

or special wildlife issues;

. Natural resource issues;

. Soils and geologic data, including lists of hydric soils;

. prime and-unique farmland (National Resaurces Conservation Services NRCS) only);

. Traffic, noise, or socioeconomic concerns;

. Air quality concems; and

. Addiìional environmental, cultural, land use, or sosioeconomic information or concerns your agency

may have with regard to the referenced properties.

Data that you make available wilt be used to scope the NEPA analysis and will provide valuable and

necessary lnput into the Environmental Assessmeni proctts. As part of the NEPA proccss' local citizens,

groups, ánd ãgencies, among others, will have opportunity to review and comment on the information and

alternatives addressed in the EA,

TTL
rrtoclitôr l.[.c



Reno Department of Public Works September 24,2015
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In addition to the proposed campus renovation and modemization projects identified uþoY:'VASNHCS

is plaruring the partiaiaemolition of Building 1 and the construction of an approximately 160,000 square

foot, S-stolry addition to the east of Buildingl to provide expanded outpatient services; the acquisition of

up bo 11 residential parcels adjacent to the north and east of the campus for surface p-arking; and the

rêduction of Kirman Avenue io on. lane between the eastem ancl westem portions of the campus to

improve the safety of patients and staff crossing from parking facilities east of Kirman Avenue with

medical center buildinis west of Kirman Avenue. These additional VASNHCS projects are currently

being assessed as separ"ate proposed actions in separate EAs and are not directly included in this NEPA

effort. However, the cumuiative effects of these other plarured campus projects will be assessed in this

EA.

Other Asencias nnd Ore¡ntzntionq: A listing of agencies and organizations to which this request was

ouldyoukno*ò¡anyadditionaIagenciesororganizationsthatmay
have data o, ,onrr*ffii1o this project, please forward them a copy of thß letter, include their

informøtion in your response, or contact us directly with this ìnformation.

We look forward to and welcome your participation in this process. Please respond on or before

October 23, Z0lS to enable us to tompiete this scoping phase of the project within the scheduled

timeframe.

Please send your written responses via regular or e-mail (preferred) to:

TTL Associates, Inc.

44265 PlYmouth Oaks Boulevard
PlYmouth, Michigan 48 1 70

ATTN: Paul J. Jackson, Environmental Scientist
pj a ckqçn(ti)tt !¡s so g.co¡n

If you have any questions concerning this request, please direct them to Mr. Jackson ar' (734) 582'4960'

s

Paul J. J
Environmental Scientist
TTL Associates,lnc.

Attachment la: Property Locations Map (1967 Topographic Map)

Attachment lb: Property Locations Map (Strcet Map)

Attachment lc: Property Locations Map (2014 Aerial Map)

Attachment ld: Reno VASNHCS Campus Map

Attachment 2: List of Agencies and Organizations Contacted



ATTACIIMENTS 1A THROUGH lD
RENO VASNHCS LOCATION MAPS
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ATTACHMENT 1A

RENOVASNIICSLocATIoNMAP(196TTOPoGRAPHICMAP)
975 Kirman Avenue, Reno, Nevada
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ATTACHMENT 18

RENO VASNITCS LOCATION MAP (STREET MAP)
975 Kirman Avenue, Reno, Nevada
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ATTACHMENT lC

RENO VASNHCS LOCATION MAP QOt4 AERTAL MAP)
975 Kirman Avenue, Reno, Nevada
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RENO VASNIICS CAMPUS MAP
975 Kirman Avenue, Reno, Nevada
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Attachment 2

List of Agencies and Organizations Contacted
Department of Veterans Affairs

NEPA Environmental Assessment
Campus Renovation and Modernizntion
VA Sierra Nevad¡ Healthcare System

975 Kirman Avenue, Reno, Nevada

II.S. Fi3h and Wlldltfe Service
N¿vrd¡ Flsh and Wìldlife Ofllce
1340 Financial Boulevard. Suite 234
Reno, Nevada 89502-7 147

Phone: (775) 861-6300

US [inelronmcnlnl Prôlactlon 
^eoncv. 

Rè!lo4 9
75 Hawthome Street

S¡n Francisco, Califomia 94105
Phone: (415) 947-8702

US Ârmv Coros of llmlntcrs - Sntr¡mento llblrlct
Publlc Àff¡l¡s Ofllce
1325 J St¡eet - Room l5l3
Sacramento, Ctlifomia 958 l4
Phone: (916) 557-5100

NoyF4tr Dlvl!¡ùrl of Envhonmanl¡l Protacllon
Burenu of Cotrcctive Actions
901 South Stewart Street, Silite 4001

Canon City, Nevada 89701
Phone: (775) 687-9374

Ncv{d¡r QlvJllpn of .ËñvlÍonmcnln¡ f.tolaetlon
Rrranu of W¡rlç ñl$n¡qcmont
901 South Stewart Strect, Suite 4001

Camon City, Nevada 89701
Phone: (775) 687- 9461

ñoyûdn Dlvfúlon of Envl[!pmentnl Prolcclloft
Sureru uf S¡tfc Drlnklnr Wntar
901 South Stewart Street, Suite 4001

Cû6on City, Nevtda 89701
Phone: (775) 687-95 t8

Nev¡dû D¡vis¡on of EnvlÌonmentål Prot€ctlon
Bureou of WÂter Polh¡tl0ll Cont.ol
901 South St€wart Skeet, Suite 4001

Canon Cily Nevarla 89701-5249

Phone: (775) 68?-9418

Nsvú.h Dcnittment ûfCoùscrvallûn ind Nlturnl Roroürces

Consop¡llon Dlf trlÉß Froqrqln
901 Soulh Stewa¡t Street, Suite. t0Uj
Canon Cily, Nevada 89701

Phone: (775) 684-2700

Dlvl¡lon of ßore¡trv
24?8 FairuÌew Drivc
Carson City, Nevada 89701

Phone: (775) 684-2500

Neyndil Dcorrln¡cnl of Cpry¡grvsllon Ènd N¡lürtl RËsoüre0r

l\oturnl llcrll¡rpo Proqrrnr
901 South StewÐrt Strcet, Suit€ 5002
Carson City, Nevada 89701-5245
Phone: (775) 684-2900

Nðv{dn DooÀrtmoûl of Cons€rvtllon ûfld Ntlur¡l Rcrourccs

$tntð lllitorlc PrcrËrv¡dón Omct (SIpO)
901 South Stewart Street, Suite 5004
Carson City, Nevsda 89701-4285
Phone: (775) ó84-3448

Nayrdtr Dcnùrl$cnl ófçoûltv¡tlólr tn.l Nâtllrol Retoüf,ecr

DEblEeilruerJßs¡suri!!
901 South Stew¡rt Streel, Suite 2002

Carson City, Nevada 89701

PhonE: (775) 684-2800

Ncvnd¡ Dcoart¡n¡n¡ of lVlldllfo
I 100 Vatley Road
Reno, Nevada 89512

Phone: (775) 688-1500

Nêvûdn DcùÍrtqsnl of 'frûruoorlsllon
1263 South Stewart Street

Carson City, Nevada 89712
Phone: (775) 888-7000

USD¡\ Nnhrol Rcsourcn Co¡ucrv¡tlon Scrvlcq
Ncvada State Offico
1365 Corporole Boulevtrd
Reno, Nevad¡ 89502-7102
Phone: (203) 287-8038

lvlnhoo Counly Alr Otralllv Mùrûtcmonl Dlvlslon
l00l E. 9th Sheet, Building B, Suite 171

Reno, Nev¡da 89512
Phone: (775) 784-7200

Rcno [conon¡c ComFunllv Dcvaloonlpnl qeDtrlmon(
Ms. Claudia C. Hanson, AICP
Plaruring & Engineering Manager
I East Fißt Strcet
Reno, Nevada 89501

Phone: (775) 334-2381

llcno EËononÌc Dovdopmôùl ind Rcdovclonmûnt D0DÍrlnlonl
I East Fißt Street
Reno, Nevada 89501

Phone: (203) 937-3590

lìcno Doo¡rln¡eni of Publlc trVo,rk{

Ms. Charla Honey
Public rilorks Enginccring Manager

I East First Srcct
P.O. Box 1900

Rcno, Nevada 89505

Phone: (775) 334-2350

Rar¡o Dcpnrtmcnl of nubllg Ìvorls
Mr. Steve Bunnell
Publis \ryorks Traffic Engineer

I East First Street
P.O. Box 1900

Reno, Nevado 89505

Phone: (775) 334-2350

Reno Rerlo¡nl Tlf 4toorlôilon Conlmlrslon
Mr. David Jickling
Director of Publio Transportation and Operations

P.O. Box 30002
Reno. Nevnda 89520

Phone: (775) 348-0400

TTL


